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To The Scholarship Committee:

I have known Jorden Clay for approximately six years and wholeheartedly endorse his scholarship application. I initially met him as a middle school student. His mother brought him to a club meeting I was attending and asked for assistance to improve his communication skills. Judging by his body language that day, it was clear he had no interest in the subject. Since that time, however, he has blossomed as a public speaker and leader among his peers. 

Jorden has demonstrated himself to be an exceptional young man that is intelligent, hardworking, focused, and committed to excelling at everything he does. Furthermore, he is not intimidated by challenges but uses them to raise the bar for a higher personal best.  

Whether he was participating in a public speaking program or involved in community service outreaches and initiatives, Jorden has demonstrated growth and maturity. As a participant in the public speaking program I conducted, I’ve observed his development in the role of the President. Specifically, this program required students to prepare and present speeches every week. It also challenged them to take on other leadership roles. In addition to being the President, he gladly took on any assignment given him. He was prepared each week and gave valuable feedback to help other program members grow. His positive outlook was contagious, and I was always confident I could trust him to manage his responsibility with a “can do” attitude. His willingness to stretch himself and try something new inspired other students to do the same. This demonstration of leadership continued through high school as he took on challenges his peers often shied away from.

His critical thinking and problem-solving skills contributed to his ability to step into a leadership role. When presented with a challenge, Jorden would step back, quietly analyze the situation, calculate the obstacles, assess the tools at his disposal, and then dive in. He has never complained about the difficulty or the significance of a particular responsibility. Instead, he managed his time and fulfilled all his tasks with a positive, team-oriented approach. This behavior existed in middle school and subsequent years in high school when his academic and extra-curricular demands increased. Despite this increase, his commitment, spirit of excellence, and reliability continue to be a hallmark of his character.

In addition to the above, he is also a man of integrity and commitment to principle. He specifically demonstrated this when he spoke before the school board to challenge how administrators used federal funds at his middle school. I was personally impressed by his ability to articulately, passionately, and persuasively express his concerns. His ability to understand the issues and effectively communicate his opinion demonstrated courage, compassion, and a sense of fairness.   Based on the response of the various school board members to the presentation of a 12-year-old student, they were impressed as well.


It was a pleasure teaching and collaborating with Jorden Clay. I am excited about the opportunities that lay ahead for this exceptional young man and am confident he will be an asset wherever he goes.

Sincerely,

Yolanda R. Wright
Yolanda Wright
CEO/Program Coordinator
Stats Free Living, Inc.
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