Explain how the desire to be a social media influencer may or may not affect a high school student’s decision to pursue a college education.

	Though I feel that being a social media influencer could have both positive and negative affects on a high school student’s decision to pursue a college education, I mostly feel that it would hamper a student’s decision to go to college.
	Society has changed so much since I was a young child.  We are all totally absorbed in technology with many of us looking to create the next big post to garner attention and spark a following that hungers for the next big piece of gossip, or useful updates on products and services or even family and friends.  
Being a social media influencer is such a big business now that demands extraordinary creativity, constant attention to content and details, and an exorbitant amount of time planning and crafting material for a loyal following.   
Based on my limited experience with family that has attempted to build content and market products for corporate organizations, I believe that being a social media influencer transforms your life and consumes every minute of idle time that you have.  From what I have seen from a close family member, you are constantly thinking about and planning the next big video, ad, promo, etc., in an effort to secure followers and receive funds for influencing those followers to act in some manner.
Being a social media influencer with a large following can be so lucrative these days that a high school student that is getting paid a substantial amount of money may not have the interest or realize the benefits of pursuing a higher education -- especially provided the cost of obtaining a degree.  And, even if they are highly aware of the benefits of going to college, I believe that they would find it difficult to concentrate and excel in classes during college given the stringent requirements of maintaining a loyal following and the time commitments associated with continuously building content. 
I don’t know the “shelf-life” of a social media influencer but for an individual in high school, their loyal following could be lost a couple of years after graduation leaving them to struggle with finding the next big gig.  
I do think that the ability to be a social media influencer is highly attractive at this age and may prevent a high school student from pursuing other career paths and dreams provided the income and notoriety and only hope that the decision to not obtain a college degree is well thought out with parents and other family members helping to weigh the pros and cons of this decision.  
Going to college is a huge commitment of time, money, and resources and the thought of balancing time and brain power may be enough to sway a high school student from pursuing a college education. 
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