Fred Parham



September 29, 2021
 
To Whom it May Concern:

It is my pleasure to recommend Douglas, who I have mentored since the 9th grade as he served my organization, Let Us Make Man.  I have watched him grow leaps and bounds over these last few years as a student at Maynard Jackson High School.  He has demonstrated tremendous effort and growth and has brought a great deal of energy to our organization.  We tasked him with working with our mentoring program as a presenter and facilitator. He has that great combination of a positive attitude and the belief that he can always improve.  He is always polite, courteous and eager to serve the young people in our program.    I am confident that he will continue to display this same commitment and diligence in everything he does. I highly recommend Doug Evans, IV to the scholarship committee for consideration.  

Douglas would consider himself a student athlete.  He has worked hard to balance the two worlds since making the varsity baseball team as a 9th grader and starting that year as a catcher.  I remember the day he told me he would get the start in the first game over a senior.  It was no surprise to us when he submitted his very first Social Science Fair project on sports. The topic was on College Athletes and should they be compensated for their likeness and image.  That project got him the 1st place recognition in the Atlanta Public School District and even winning the region for the State in 2017.   
 
Doug, as we call him, has been consistent in the classroom.  His parents have been very proud that he has made the honor roll every year from 2015 thru 2020.  We often joke that young Douglas is a Renaissance man.  Though he loves sports, he was inducted into the 2020 National Beta Club and the National Honors Society in 2019.  He is the only student I know to have become a member of the National Association for Black Scuba Divers.  He loves journalism and has served his school as a newsperson; by doing the announcements as well as being their sportscaster.  

We all know Douglas loves to play with his younger Brother and hang out with his friends on the weekends. Like many young men he spends his downtime on his video game.  I can say that unlike many young students Douglas became a certified Poll worker during the 2020 election for Fulton County.  Doug is a trustworthy, reliable, socially conscious student, and supports others in and out of the classroom. I'm confident that he will continue to demonstrate the same diligence, perseverance, and optimism that he showed our members of Let Us Make Man and the students in the mentoring program.  As someone that works for the Atlanta 100 Black Men of Atlanta directly with the students, I can say professionally and personally that Doug will be in that percentage e of young men that will excel in College.   I highly recommend Doug for this scholarship.  Please feel free to contact me with any further questions at  parhamfd@gmail.com 

Sincerely,

 Fred Parham
100 Black Men of Atlanta
