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Carver Early College 

     55 McDonough Blvd., SE
                         Atlanta, Georgia 30315
     404-802-4405 office

         404-521-3199 fax

Dear College Admissions Committee:

It is my pleasure to provide this letter of recommendation on behalf of an excellent student, Justin Wallace. I have known Justin for over two years now as his grade-level school counselor. He is a very poised a humble young man with a determination for success equal to very few I have encountered in my 20 years in education. Since our initial encounter last year on my second day on the job, I have personally witnessed Justin make a consistent effort to be the best student that he can be. I knew I was in the presence of greatness, when he walked into my office to introduce himself and ask if he could be of assistance. I was ask to take over his senior class this year as their counselor but I did not know them very well. However, since Justin took the time out to introduce himself to me during my first year at the school, I already had an idea of what type of scholar he was. He told me all about his future goals and wanted me to know that he was dedicated to reaching success and becoming a travel nurse to help others. I did not take our initial encounter for granted and knew that he meant every word he said. It was now my job to ensure that I helped him get there. After that, I personally witnessed Justin encouraging his classmates to also reach their full potential. This let me know he was not selfish and wanted everyone around him to succeed. Every time he is presented with a challenge, he rises to the occasion. Mr. Wallace is a leader among his peers and a role model for other students. He is a dynamic young man whose success is not by any means fortuitous as he has been industrious in his work ethic and extracurricular involvement. I truly admire Justin for his commitment to his goals in life.

Justin is a driven and determined young man whose dreams are met head on with him strong will and work ethic involved in achieving them. Justin has been on the Principal’s List since 2008. He was selected by his teachers to begin taking classes at Georgia State University as a junior and has diligently succeeded in facing this challenge of being enrolled here at Carver Early College High School while simultaneously taking classes at Georgia State University. He did not continue classes at GSU this school year and chose to focus on his classes here. His academic prowess is unparalleled as he has been able to maintain a 92.750 GPA during this endeavor. He is currently ranked number six in his class and is the only male in the top ten percent. 
Furthermore, Mr. Wallace is also able to balance his academic pursuits and extra-curricular involvements.  Justin remained in school for second semester to play on his basketball team. Although he qualified to graduate early, he did not want to let his team down. Justin has organized and participated in countless community service project through Hands on Atlanta, Habitat for Humanity, and the V.A. Hospital just to name a few. You will also find Justin gracing the halls of our school each summer, speaking to our incoming freshmen and offering much needed guidance and academic support for them. His spirit of volunteerism clearly demonstrates his commitment and passion for our school and community. 

Justin applies the same leadership and critical thinking skills both inside and outside of the classroom. He is a class officer and a member of the male group The Esquires. This polished young man is mature yet humble, determined yet persevering, and accomplished yet optimistic about what still must be done. Justin is expecting of the best and while life presents and array of challenges, he continues to choose to not turn away from what she desires to become not only professionally, but also civically. 

In closing, Justin is an excellent candidate for this prestigious opportunity. It is with honor that I recommend him for your consideration; it is my hope that he will be given the opportunity to thrive as an activist, leader, community builder, judge, and young lady through your support. It is therefore without reservation that I submit this letter of support on his behalf.
If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at the number listed below.

Sincerely, 

Kalena Jackson

School Counselor
kalena.jackson@atlanta.k12.ga.us
(404) 734-0055
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