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January 3, 2023
To Whom it May Concern:

Christopher introduced himself to me last year. He came to my door during my planning period and asked if we could talk. Despite being a new mom to two children under two who valued every second of peace, I obliged his request. Let's say I'm forever grateful that I did. He began the conversation with one phrase that blew me away, "I feel stagnant." He connected his stagnation to knowing he had the academic knowledge and desire for leadership to do more with his studies and extracurricular involvements. Fortunately, as the sponsor for Student Government Assn. and English Department Chair, I had the right connections to assist him in growing as a scholar and student leader. Therefore, I made it my mission to give him the tools to flourish. A little more than a year later, I am incredibly proud to say that he has grown into one of the most dynamic young men I have had the privilege to teach. He has grown as a student leader and, more importantly, an academic leader. Therefore, I 100% recommend him for acceptance to your institution.

Since our first interaction last year, Chris has joined many school-based, community-based, and state-based leadership organizations. At the high school level, he is a part of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. mentoring program. He engages in high-level discussions and mentorship opportunities with our local fraternity chapter through this program. Furthermore, he is a member of the Student Government Assn. and president of the Senior Council. In both roles, he assists with the planning and execution of school-wide events such as Homecoming and Senior Week. This year, he serves as our reigning Mr. SGA. As our Mr. SGA, he is our club's student representative for school-wide functions. Within the community, he serves as our student School Governance Council (SGC) student member. He is one of two students who engage in school improvement conversations with other school leaders and community stakeholders. He then uses those conversations with SGC and experiences as a student to serve on our district superintendent and state superintendent student advisory councils, two of the most competitive and prestigious student positions offered to scholars in the state. Most recently, he has served as a student intern with our state representative, Kim Schofield. With Rep. Schofield, Chris gets a behind-the-scenes look at the legislative process and engages in conversations regarding Georgia laws.

While I am incredibly proud of how he has grown as a student leader, I am even more proud of his academic development. By the end of the first week of the new year, Chris decided to join my AP English Literature class. AP is a college-level course that is sponsored by College Board. Therefore, the course requires strong oral and written discourse Despite not being the biggest English fan, he knew he wanted to grow his critical analysis skills. Furthermore, he desired the ability to engage in more analytical discussions and craft insightful essays. Fortunately,  he has grown as a critical thinker, orator, and writer in my class. Not only does he consistently contribute to classroom discussions, but he also consistently submits essays that thoughtfully analyze the proposed topic. While becoming a sensational writer within a few months is a near-impossible task, he has accelerated his growth within the classroom at the same pace as a student leader outside the classroom, which is an incredible feat. 

All in all, I want to echo my original sentiment that I 100% recommend Chris for acceptance into your institution. It takes extraordinary maturity and commitment to identify your areas of weakness, ask for assistance, and commit to personal growth. Christopher would make an excellent addition to any college campus for those reasons and the ones mentioned above. If he continues his growth trajectory, I know he will be a great leader on your college campus and beyond. If you have any additional questions, comments, or concerns regarding Christopher's qualifications or academic background, please don't hesitate to contact me via email at HollinsAE@FultonSchools.org or on my cell at 404-861-4553.
Sincerely,

Ashley E. Hollins 
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